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Australian broadband policies compared 
  

 Australian Labor Party - Detail Liberal/National Party Coalition - Detail 
In a nutshell Invest up to $27.5 Billion over 9.5 years to establish a government-owned 

Business (NBN Co) to build and operate a primarily fibre-optic, wholesale-
only network, with fixed wireless and new satellite services for rural areas. 
Construct a national open-access fibre backhaul network 
Mandate fibre-optic for new developments 

Invest up to $6.3 Billion over 6 years providing grants to the private sector to 
improve fixed wireless networks and update existing copper telephone 
networks to remove ‘blockers’ that prevent access to ADSL2+ services. 
Contract to build/lease a national open-access fibre backhaul network 
Examine mandating fibre-optic for new developments 

Cost Total capital cost of $35.9 Billion 
- Government contribution of $27.5 Billion 
- All Government investment repaid by 2034, plus 7% return per year. 

Total cost unknown (Value of all private contributions not included in policy) 
- Government contribution of $6.3 Billion 
- No government investment repaid 

Ownership Government own the network. The ALP propose selling NBN Co after 
completion, but the Greens want it to remain in public hands. Any sale 
must first be approved by federal parliament. 

All funding provided as conditional grants to private industry. Private industry 
retain ownership the networks.  
No return to Government. 

Speed availability 
and Technologies 

93% 1000Mbps via Fibre Optic cable 
4%   12Mbps via Fixed wireless 
3%   12Mbps via new dedicated Ka-band satellites 
- Upload speeds of 1-500Mbps on fibre and 1-4Mbps on wireless or Sat. 

97% Min. 12Mbps via existing copper and HFC (Cable) networks or new 
fixed-wireless networks 
3%   An “Improved” satellite service (No minimum speed given) 
- Upload speeds of up to 1Mbps ADSL, 2Mbps HFC, unknown for others 

Competition Network is wholesale only, open access. ie: NBN Co is not a retailer and 
customers can connect through any provider 

Existing networks remain as-is with no requirement for open-access. 
Network upgrades funded through the program will be open-access. 

What does it mean 
for me? 

If you live in a town/area of more than about 1000 population: 
You will have access to a fibre-optic connection at up to 1000Mbps. 
 
If you live outside the fibre footprint: 
You will have access to a fixed-wireless or satellite connection at 12Mbps. 

If you currently have access to Fibre, HFC (Cable) or ADSL2+: 
No funded change or improvement. No requirement for open-access. 
  
If you cannot currently get ADSL2+ due to tech limitations: 
You will have access to an ADSL2+ or fixed-wireless connection, open 
access at a minimum peak speed of 12Mbps. 
 
If you currently use satellite: 
You will receive an “improved” service. No requirement for open-access. 

Service Pricing Universal wholesale pricing will exist nationwide. That is, 12Mbps via 
satellite will cost the same as 12Mbps via fibre. 
NBN Co set wholesale pricing, which ranges from $24/month for 12Mbps 
up to $150 for 1000Mbps. RSPs then add their margin to create the retail 
price. NBN Co estimate that the total cost of a 12Mbps connection will be 
around $58/month, including phone, line rental and 50GB of data. 

No universal pricing policy exists, although: 
 
Fixed wireless networks built with policy funding required to set wholesale 
prices which are “comparable” to ADSL services in metropolitan areas; 
 
Existing Government satellite subsidy will remain. 

Announced 
Political support 

Australian Labor Party 
Australian Greens 
Federal Independent MPs: (Windsor, Katter, Oakeshott, Wilkie) 
Federal Independent Senators: (Xenophon, Fielding) 
Victorian and Tasmanian Liberal Parties 

Federal Liberal Party 
Federal National Party 

Announced 
business and 
industry support 

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Australian Small Business Council 
Australian Internet Industry Association 
CeBIT, Intel, Google, Microsoft, Skype 
Dodo, iiNet, Internode, iPrimus, iiNet, Optus, Telstra, Vodafone 

No announced support from any industry or business groups, however the 
Alliance for Affordable Broadband, a group comprising AAPT, Pipe Networks, 
Big Air and Allegro Networks oppose the Labor plan and propose an 
alternative to the NBN which was similar to the coalition policy, although with 
a far greater wireless component. 

http://www.dbcde.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/110012/National_Broadband_Network_policy_brochure.pdf
http://www.liberal.org.au/~/media/Files/Policies%20and%20Media/Infrastructure/Broadband%20and%20Telecommunications%20Policy.ashx
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Australian Broadband Policies Compared – Glossary: 
 
 
Technologies: 
 
ADSL: Asynchronous Digital Subscriber Line. A technology that 
allows data to be transmitted over regular copper phone lines. 
Maximum theoretical download speed of 8Mbps. Actual speed 
dependent on distance from the exchange.  
Upload speeds up to 0.4Mbps. 
 
ADSL2+: A generally faster version of ADSL, with a maximum 
theoretical download speed of 24Mbps. Actual speed highly 
dependent on distance from the exchange.  
Upload speeds up to 1Mbps. 
 
Fibre-optic: A glass cable that transmits phone and data services 
using pulses of light. The NBN implementation allows download 
speeds of up to 1Gbps, and upload speeds up to 500Mbps. Fibre-
optic networks can be upgraded to carry over 100,000,000Mbps 
(100Tbps) without replacing the cables. 
 
Fixed Wireless: A wireless data service to a fixed point, ie: a 
premises. Not directly accessible from a mobile device (eg: a phone or 
laptop). 
 
HFC: Hybrid Fibre-Coaxial. A network which uses a combination of 
fibre-optic and coaxial copper cables. Also known as a Cable network. 
Currently exists in some areas of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and 
Perth. Current theoretical download speeds peak at 100Mbps. Actual 
speed depends on network congestion. Upload speeds up to 2Mbps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Other terms: 
 
Mbps: Megabits per second. A measurement of data speed. 
 
Gbps: Gigabits per second. 1 Gigabit = 1000 Megabits 
 
Tbps: Terabits per second. 1 Terabit = 1000 Gigabits 
 
GB: Gigabytes. A measurement of data volume. 
 
 
Backhaul: A (usually) fibre-optic network that joins exchanges and 
wireless base stations to the wider internet. 
 
Open Access: A network that is equally accessible by any RSP or 
ISP, allowing customers to choose their provider. 
 
Peak Speed: The theoretical maximum speed available over a 
service. Affected by congestion, distance and other factors. Usually far 
higher than actual speed available to users. 
 
ISP: An Internet Service Provider. A company that sells retail internet 
connections. Eg: Telstra, Optus, iiNet TPG etc. 
 
RSP: A Retail Service Provider. Similar to an ISP, but under the NBN 
they will be responsible for telephone and internet retail connections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


