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Election 2013 - Australian broadband policies compared 

 
  

 Australian Labor Party - Detail Liberal/National Party Coalition - Detail 

In a nutshell • Invest up to $44.1 billion building a Fibre To The Premises broadband 
network offering speeds of 1Gbps (1000Mbps) to 93% of Australian premises. 
The remaining 7% of premises to get speeds of 25Mbps via fixed wireless or 
satellite connections. 
• Cost of the build recouped from user revenue (not tax revenue) 
• Estimated completion by June 2021 

• Invest up to $29.5 billion building a primarily Fibre To The Node 
broadband network offering speeds of up to 100Mbps (depending on 
distance) to 93% of Australian premises. The remaining 7% of premises 
to get speeds of 25Mbps via fixed wireless or satellite connections. 
• Cost of the build recouped from user revenue (not tax revenue) 
• Estimated completion by sometime in 2019 

Cost Peak funding required: $44.1 Billion 
- Capital cost: $37.4 Billion 
- Government contribution: $30.4 Billion 

Peak funding required: $29.5 Billion 
- Capital cost: $20.4 Billion 
- Government contribution: $29.5 Billion 

Ownership Government own the network. The ALP propose selling NBN Co after 
completion, but the Greens want it to remain in public hands. Any sale must 
first be approved by federal parliament. 

Government own the network. The coalition propose selling NBN Co after 
completion.  
Consider selling the NBN rural satellite service early. 

Speed availability 
and Technologies 

93% Available speed choice of up to 1Gbps (1000Mbps) via fibre optic (FTTP) 
4%   25Mbps via 4G/LTE fixed wireless 
3%   25Mbps via satellites 
- Upload speeds of 1-400Mbps on fibre and 1-5Mbps on wireless or Sat. 
 

22% Available speed choice of up to 100Mbps via fibre optic (FTTP) 
71% Peak speed of 25-100Mbps via VDSL2 Fibre To The Node (FTTN) 
4%   25Mbps via 4G/LTE fixed wireless 
3%   25Mbps via satellites 
- Upload speeds not provided, but approx 1-5Mbps for all but FTTP. 

Reliability FTTP has lower fault levels, lower maintenance costs, less susceptible to 
flooding etc compared to copper or FTTN networks. 

Copper “last mile” of FTTN network susceptible to water and corrosion. 
Active street cabinets susceptible to flood damage. 

What does it mean 
for me? 

If you live in a city/suburb/town of more than ~1000 premises (93%): 
You will have access to a fibre-optic connection at up to 1Gbps. Any customer 
can choose any speed. 
 
If you live outside the fibre footprint (7%): 
You’ll have access to a wireless or satellite connection at up to 25Mbps. 
 

If you live in a new estate or a small selection of city areas (22%): 
You will generally have access to a fibre-optic connection at up to 
100Mbps. Any customer can choose any speed. 
 
If you live in a suburb/town of more than ~1000 premises (71%): 
You will have access to a FTTN connection at a speed of between 25 
and 100Mbps. The speed you can actually obtain will depend on your 
distance from the node and the condition of the existing copper. 
 
If you live outside the FTTP/FTTN footprint (7%): 
You’ll have access to a wireless or satellite connection at up to 25Mbps. 

Service Pricing Universal wholesale pricing will exist nationwide. That is, the retail price for any 
particular speed will be the same nationwide via any delivery platform. 
 
NBN Co set wholesale pricing, ranging from $24/month for 12Mbps up to 
$150/month for 1Gbps. Future prices rises limited by the ACCC to inflation 
rate-1.5% in any one year.  
Retail pricing currently ranges from $30-$110 per month depending on speed 
and data allowance. 

No universal national pricing policy will exist, however: 
 
The ACCC will have the power to set price caps nationwide.  
 
NBN Co and retailers will then be free to offer lower prices in metropolitan 
areas or across different platforms (fibre, FTTN, wireless, satellite). 
 
Estimated average retail price of $66 per month. 

http://libr.al/yoan
http://www.nbn.gov.au
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Australian Broadband Policies Compared – Glossary: 

 
 
 
Technologies: 
 
 
VDSL2 FTTN: A system that uses fibre optic cable to a node cabinet 
placed every few hundred metres on footpaths, then uses existing 
copper wires to the premises. Speed availability depends on distance 
from premises to cabinet, and condition of the copper wires. 
  
Fibre-optic FTTP: A glass cable that transmits phone and data 
services using pulses of light. The NBN implementation allows 
download speeds of up to 1Gbps, and upload speeds up to 400Mbps. 
Fibre-optic networks can be upgraded to carry over 100,000,000Mbps 
(100Tbps) without replacing the cables. 
 
Fixed Wireless: A wireless data service to a fixed point, ie: a 
premises. Not directly accessible from a mobile device (eg: a phone or 
laptop). 
 
HFC: Hybrid Fibre-Coaxial. A network which uses a combination of 
fibre-optic and coaxial copper cables. Also known as a Cable network. 
Currently exists in some areas of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and 
Perth. Current theoretical download speeds peak at 100Mbps. Actual 
speed depends on network congestion. Upload speeds up to 2Mbps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other terms: 
 
Mbps: Megabits per second. A measurement of data speed. 
 
Gbps: Gigabits per second. 1 Gigabit = 1000 Megabits 
 
Tbps: Terabits per second. 1 Terabit = 1000 Gigabits 
 
GB: Gigabytes. A measurement of data volume. 
 
 
Backhaul: A (usually) fibre-optic network that joins exchanges and 
wireless base stations to the wider internet. 
 
Open Access: A network that is equally accessible by any RSP or 
ISP, allowing customers to choose their provider. 
 
Peak Speed: The theoretical maximum speed available over a 
service. Affected by congestion, distance and other factors. Usually far 
higher than actual speed available to users. 
 
ISP: An Internet Service Provider. A company that sells retail internet 
connections. Eg: Telstra, Optus, iiNet TPG etc. 
 
RSP: A Retail Service Provider. Similar to an ISP, but under the NBN 
they will be responsible for telephone and internet retail connections. 
 
	  


